~Public Libraries

.Under the Act passed a% the Jast Session |:
of the Legislative Assembly every Ireel;

Library and every Library known as a
*¢ Mechanies’ Instituteé ” will be known by
the name of ** Public Library.” Itis ex.
pected from this change that the public
generally will consider a Public Library
under its new designalion as something in

which they have a rigﬁ‘nt of use that drd not}!
pertain to a Mechanics Institute. The Act K

cousists of three parts . Part 1. refers to
Public Libraries that have or may be es-
tablished under a by-law of the mnui-
cipality by which provis.on has been made

for suitable buildings| and for an annual i/

rate of taxation for the wmajntenance of the
Livrary. In this part of the \ct there has
beeneno change. o | |

PartWI. of the Act provides for transier
of the public Library (former!ly Mechanics

Institute) to a mumeipal Council® with a |:
Board ok Management, composed as in the !’

case of «¥Public Librany ( Section 3, Part I) '
This transfer 1s optional with the Board of|

Management of the Pablic Library (former- &

‘ly Mechanics, Institute ) and the,Municipal |

.| uot be members of the Board of Manage-

‘! to make all necessary 1egulationd for the

' mﬁﬁ‘gemeut\ of Library, Reading IRoom
and Kvening Classes ( g;otion 18.

Council concerned. If both
agreed, the change can be effected, and
the Library would be-open to the public
free of charge. It is expécted that many
Publie Libraries (formurly Mechanics, Insti-
tutes ) will make thg transfer in hﬁu that
by placing the Library under tl} control
of a Board appointed by the /Municipal
Council, the Manicipal Council will give
substantial aid to support iz. Solong asa
Library is open to members only, and these
very often few ia number a Municipal
Council can hardly be expected to give aid
to the extent it wonld, if the Library were
open to the whole of the people of a Muni-
cipality. '

4. Section 12 provides for Municipal aid
to Public Libaries which’ have been es-
tablished by the transfer of Mechanics
Institute. It is not necessary  to levy
a special rate, but it i8 lawful to pay an
amount equal to the Government Grant, or
any other sum which the Municipal Conucil
may deem expedient, as part of the general
expenses of the municipality for the sup-
port of the Library.

5. Section 14 provides for the amal-
gamation of T'eachers Institute Libraries,
which will no doubt increase the education-
al advantages to be derived by the Public
Libraries.

6. Section lf)"allowa;.?nera Inititu'te, tc

affiliate with public Ljbraries, .thus pro-
viding means for obgining an increased
knowledge of all the sciences relating te
Agricnlture. ;

7. Part I11. of the Act that deals with
Public Libraries that prefer to maintain
their own organization and to limit the’nse
of the library to membership, The officers
formerly known as a Board of Directors
are to be called a Board of Management
unifermity of nomenclature being desirable-
The President of the Board to be eclecled as
usual on all Boards of Mavazement: the
other officers, viz, Secretary, Treasurer
and Librarian, may be appointed by the
Board. These last mentioned otlicers need

ment. Full power is given to the Board
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8. Greater hiberty is allowed 1n regard
to membership. By Section 17 (3) young
persons twelve years of ace may enroll
t.hemm-.lyes as members of the library; but
no Publi: Library having members shall be
entitled to a share of the Legislative Grant
which dods not possess a membérship of
one hundred persons of whom fifty shall be
over twenty-one years of age. In the
election of a Board of Management the
word ‘‘ member ” shall only mean such

rsons as are twenty-one years of ageg It
1s expected that by allowing young persons
twelvp years of age to become members ot
the Library, that a greater interest will be
deyeloped in the use of the Library, while
the limitation of the voting power to those !
over twenty-oue years of, age will secure
the efficient inanagement” of the Library.
Boards are allowed # fix the fee
membership, or to dispense with fees|

together as they may deem expedi
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other cases $100—not more than twenty
per cent, thereof shall be expended for
works of fiction. | (2) A further sum of one
déllar will be allowed for every dollar ex-
pended on newspapers and magazines for |
the purpose of a Reading Room, but so as|
not to exceed 850 for each Reading Room., |
‘T'here is no change in the Actin regard to'
Reading Rooms. |(3)The sum of $3 will |
be allowed for every pupil where evening |
classes have becn established under the
Act for classes of twenty-tive pupils and |
under, With an additional allowance of 81|
per pupil over the number of twenty-tive, |
but o as not to excced 8100 for evening‘
classes, f '
_10. Evening classes are hereafter to be !
limited to technizal subjects as set forth in |
the Regulation, As the Education De-|
partment now gives an annual grant for
evening classes in the Subjects of the
Public School ecourse it was not deemed
necessary ‘o duplicate this work.

11. The new Regulations require the
Board of every Public Library receiving
Government aid tojplace over the door of
the Library, or in\Lome other conspicuous
vlace, ora sign- with the words * Public
" in letters suffiiciently large to
be readily seen by the public.

12, At the next annual meeting to be
held on the first of May, (1) Members
should elect a Board of Management, (2)
The Board should elect a President ( who

| must be a member of the Board) and ap-
4 point  officers, ( 3 ). The Board should
tinstruct the Librarian to keep a record of
{ the names, ages vnd employments of the
| members in a book to be supplied gratis by
, the Educa¥ion Department.

Books specially imported for the bona
! fide use of incorporated Mechanics Tusti-
i tutes and Free Libraries are now free of
Jduty see Canada Customs Tanff [ clause
[5187 2894. )



