
 
 
 
 

 
Page 1 of 3 

Oral History Collection 

 

Eldon Goodwin 

Interview 

July 21, 1996 

Length: 34 minutes and 13 seconds 

 

[The interviewer is not introduced, but it can be assumed that George Jackson is 

speaking. A man named Ed Jones is also present.] George says that he will be speaking with 

Eldon Goodwin and Ed Jones, primarily about the harvesting of hay on the Holland Marsh in 

1920s and 1930s. When George asks how Eldon got into the hay cutting business, Eldon says that 

it was because his father made him do it. They would cut hay with scythes and rake it with 

wooden rakes. They would carry it on two poles and then make stacks on the marsh. In the fall 

or early winter they’d go back and put it into ropes using a crank and hook (Eldon still owns one 

of these). It would be brought by sleigh to a spinning barn in Holland Landing. This would be 

before 1900. His grandfather was Joshua Goodwin and his father was Sydney Reynolds. His 

mother’s maiden name was Laura Tate. Her father was a blacksmith where the township 

buildings are now. Eldon says that nobody has researched the Goodwin family history.  

They used a crank to turn the hay into rope. The hay was long and stringy and would be 

dampened to stay together. It would then be pulled into long strands and the end would be put 

into a hook and then cranked until the rope was six inches in diameter. At the end it would 

weigh about 40-50 pounds. The rope would then be shipped to be used for packing and 

mattresses. The bales were also commonly used for packing china and glass. It was also used for 

the making of sewer pipes in Hamilton. In Eldon’s time, the hay would also be sold to brick 

companies to use when they loaded bricks.  

After the hay was cut, they would use horses and mowing machines. They would put 

boards on the horses’ feet. The hardwood boards were 60 inches square and would be bolted to 
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the horses’ shoes when the ground was wet so the horses could walk across it. Sometimes they 

would put boards on just the horses’ two front feet if it wasn’t too wet. The horses really did not 

like that. Sometimes horses would still sink and they would have to dig them out or would use 

another horse to pull them out (the boards attached to their feet made it even harder to pull 

them out if they were stuck). If the horse was old and they couldn’t get them out than they would 

shoot the horse and bury them there. The Bradford marsh was wetter than the Holland Marsh so 

the bolting of wood to the horse’s feet was more common there. 

 George asks if Eldon knows when moores* began to be used but he says it was before 

his time. George shows him a picture of one similar to what they used. After cutting it with the 

moore*, they would stack the hay. It would be raked and put on a wagon with a hay loader. The 

first baler Eldon had was a horse powered baler. This baler had a team of horses on it. Eldon 

says he has an old baler in his garage, but it’s broken and he was too sick to fix it. He has all the 

parts and hopes someone will fix it so he can donate it to the Milton Museum. They would start 

cutting the hay in July, depending on the weather; they would wait until everything was as dry as 

possible. They kept the horses on the marsh in a shelter made out of hay. Sometimes someone 

would stay there with them at night but there was no bunk house there; they took a lunch with 

them.  

When Eldon started farming in about 1940, they used mostly tractors. The hay would 

grow to be about three feet. Bootleggers would dig wells to make alcohol and you would have to 

be careful not to get the tractor stuck in one of those. Eldon once spent all day getting his tractor 

out of one of those wells. They would bale the hay with the International Heavy Baler. During 

the winter time one year, the whole marsh flooded and froze so you could just go out there like it 

was a skating rink. It was all dry; it was wonderful because it saved them a lot of work. Only 

once did they ever get that lucky in the winter. They would cut maybe 500 acres during the year. 

They would cut until whenever it got too wet. They didn’t burn the field after a harvest. The 

people that worked on the farm when he was a kid would make around a dollar a day. This was 

during The Depression so that was the wage. When Eldon was 15 he worked for his uncle and 
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got paid $15 for the whole summer. He worked six days a week and only got one day off to go 

to the circus. The next year he got a raise to $20.  

 Eldon’s family would sell bales of rope. The rope was used for mattresses because it was 

springy hay. The hay rope would be about 12 people long and they would let it sit like that until 

it was sold to a mattress company. The mattress people would then take it apart to be used as 

they saw fit. Ben Collings in Bradford on Holland Street used to have a mattress factory. The 

bales would be sold by the tonne and would be about $10 a tonne and they would deliver them 

or have them pick them up. Bill Melbourne was the main person that would deliver the hay for 

them. He could take about 5 tonnes in a load. They also sold to companies that needed to pack 

parts like [inaudible], Cassidy’s*, Sterling Aluminum*, Oakville Aluminum, Bondie’s Better 

Bananas*, General Steelwares*, and a local stove company. They shipped to Toronto by using 

railway cars before the popularity of trucks. The people working for them were local boys. 

Everyone from Bradford that was cutting hay was on the west side of the river. The Bradford 

farmers would cut at least as much but probably even more hay than Eldon’s family. If one 

family could not cut enough hay than they would buy it from another family. They did not get 

into other industries like fishing. [Tape cuts out] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note: * Indicates that the word or name is written as it sounded, and therefore may be incorrect. 


