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Oral History Collection 

 
Mike Asselin 

Interview One 

February 20, 1974 

Length: 1 hour and 36 seconds 

 

Jack Coleman and assistant archivist Peter Moran are at the home of Michael Asselin in 

Perkinsfield. His house is the 5th property from Balm Beach Road on the east side, north of the 

Balm Beach Road. They are here to interview Mr. Asselin and to tape his comments on the 

history of his family, the township of Tiny, and the Perkinsfield area, and important phases 

during his life. This tape will be preserved for all times at the County Archives. Mr. Coleman is 

pleased to have opportunity to interview Mike Asselin. He has known Mike since 1931. This is 

one in a series of interviews they will be conducting with outstanding residents of the County 

who have contributed a great amount to their local community. It is with a great pleasure that he 

introduce us to Mr. Mike Asselin.  

Joseph Michael Asselin was born on February 8, 1884 in Perkinsfield and lived in 

Perkinsfield his whole life except for six weeks that he lived in Toronto in 1905. His father was 

Thomas Asselin and his mother was Azilda Doane*. They were born in Quebec and both came 

to Ontario when they were three or four years old. He has ancestors who came from Quebec. 

His grandfather’s name on his father’s side was Joseph Asselin and his wife was Helen Vary*. On 

Mike’s mother’s side, his grandfather was Eli Doane* [grandmother’s name is inaudible]. They 

came here and got their Crown deeds in 1866. Eli Doane*, his brother Gideon, Joseph Asselin, 

and Joseph Elone* were the first four white men who settled south of the church. Mike knows 

the following information because he spent some time with his grandfather, Eli Doane*, when he 

was about 90 and he told him about the difficulties they had when they first came here.  

The first time they came here, they walked from Collingwood to Perkinsfield. The only 

indication they had of how to find the settlement was that at the second spot they would find 
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blocks of square timber (that was at McMurray’s Bay). They landed at McMurray’s at about 

5:00pm on a Saturday looking for a French family but this family had changed their name. They 

stayed at McMurray’s and walked to mass in Penetang the following day, and then they walked 

Randal…to meet one of his cousins there, then walked all the way back to Collingwood during 

the night to be at their jobs the following morning. This would be in the days where trails were 

bad. The settlement that first came to Tiny was across the bay from Penetang. These were 

families that came from Drummond Island when there had been a lot of difficulties between the 

United States and England about settling the island. But finally Drummond Island was under the 

United States and those who wanted to remain under British rule were sent to Penetang and 

given each 20 acres of land but then land was no good, and quite a few of them left. One of the 

men who were taken there went to Lafontaine 30 years later and cleaned out a farm that was 

about a mile east of the village.  

Grandfather Asselin is someone Mike doesn’t know much about. He came here around 

1862. Then his wife died in 1869 and he remarried and went to live in the village of Alfred (that’s 

where he came from in the first place). He came to visit them when Mike was 13 years old. He 

was a husky man. He was a foreman on square timber rafts that came down the Ottawa River. 

He remembers one story about those rafts. In those days, everything was settled by fights. They 

drank quite a bit. They were coming down the Ottawa River on a 200 feet by 150 feet raft piled 

with square timber, with poles in between, and tied with little twisted trees. They built a little 

house and lived on the raft. Coming down the Ottawa River, his grandfather was married to an 

Irish girl and there was an Irish gang on one raft, and a French group on the other. So the Irish 

group invited his grandfather over for a drink. So he went over but his grandfather didn’t usually 

drink, he always kept his head. So they challenged him to a fight and they showed him that they 

were ready with cut sticks three feet long. He accepted the challenge and they brought the two 

rafts together and they fought. One Irishman was killed. The raft was covered with blood and his 

grandfather was arrested and he lost his farm over it. However, he got cleared. The judge asked 

one man if he was fighting to kill and the man had stitches all on the back of his head, and the 

judge dismissed the case. This story illustrates how violent things were back in those days. Mike 
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remembers when his grandfather came in when Mike was 13 years old and was in the house 

talking to mother (his grandfather had been in many fights, he was a fighter). He said to her in 

French, “When there is a fight, all the men gather around and somebody from the outside yells, 

‘Who is down?’ ‘The Frenchman!’…[says something inaudible in French]”.  

Mr. Coleman asks where McMurray’s Bay is, and Mike says Cawaja Beach. There were 

people named McMurray that had a house there. Joe McMurray died about 15 years ago and he 

was probably the last of the McMurrays around here. Mr. Coleman asks when Mike’s ancestors 

settled in this area.  They settled in 1967 on the 7
th
 concession. The Doane’s* farm went right to 

the top of the hill but the neighbour had no land in the front, so his grandfather sold him five 

acres so they could build at the top of the hill; the Doanes* still live there. Grandpa Asselin had 

the lot where the church is and he gave the two acres there for $1. The church was called St. 

Patrick’s Church.  Before this church was there, there was a log chapel about 40 by 30 feet. It 

was later on made into a barn and stable, at the same spot that the church is now. The first 

church was built in 1873. Before that, mass was said in the resident’s houses. There were Irish 

Catholics from Penetang who went to the new church once it was built, which is why it is called 

St. Patrick’s Church.  The Irish people were not predominant but they were richer because they 

settled there longer. The post office was also called St. Patrick’s, until 1909. Father… came as a 

resident priest he suggested that they called the church St Patrick’s church of Perkinsfield. There 

was a post office when Mike was a child in 1890. It was right across from the church and then it 

moved to the north corner, and other places, but it always remained in the village. There is still a 

post office in the village built by the federal government.  

Mr. Coleman would like to get some information about Mike’s own family. His wife’s 

name was Victoria DeRoches. Her father had been a County Councilor in the 1890s. Mike’s 

father was in a family of 11 children and he was the only one who remained in this part of the 

country. Although, there were five Asselin families here in 1867 but they all went away and his 

father was the only one to remain there. As far as Mike’s family is concerned, they had 14 

children and nine are still living. Grandfather Doane* lived until he was 93 and he was in 

Montreal during that time. He was quite deaf and could hardly see but his mind was sharp. Mr. 
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Coleman says that a week ago Sunday Mike’s family put on a birthday celebration for him at the 

Knights of Columbus Hall in Penetang. Mike made a speech and one of his granddaughters 

wrote a poem.  In that poem she wrote that Mike was responsible for quite a lot of Asselins, 

namely the number of grandchildren and great-grandchildren. Mike says that they claim there 

are 138 decedents.  

Mr. Coleman says that Mike’s had a very wonderful career. He was a farmer, a treasurer, 

and very interested in the municipal politics in his community. He would like Mike to bring 

them up to date from what he did in the beginning as a young man, up until now. He got 

married at 21 years old and started with practically nothing.  He lived on a poor farm near 

Cawaja Beach. In 1912 he bought his current farm. Until he was around 18 years old, he had 

never read a newspaper. He started reading the “Farmer’s Sun”, and it was advocating forming a 

party for the local legislature. He got interested in that and took an active part in it. He was very 

much in favour of that. He remembers Mr. Drury up here speaking. They were in a difficult 

situation because there was an election in 1916 and the problem was the prescription issue. Most 

of the people here had turned liberal. Everybody was pretty sour at him because he was 

advocating this movement. They said at first they wanted him to run for council (United Farmers 

of Ontario) but now he would never get in.  

He turned out to be nominated in 1919 and so was Jim Wilson, who was a good friend. 

He finally qualified in 1922 but was defeated by 4 votes. Then he qualified in 1924 and was 

elected a counselor in the township of Tiny. To be qualified you had to be nominated by two 

persons who gave their names, addresses occupations, etc. Then by a certain time you had to 

sign papers.  He remained a Counselor for two years. Then Mr. William Rom Sr.* resigned from 

Deputy Reeveship and Mike qualified for that, and won. And in 1928 James Wilson resigned. 

Mike was Reeve for 1928 and 1929 and Bill Robbins said he should resign. Mike said he would 

never resign; if he wanted the position, he would have to fight for it. Mike won the next election 

but lost the one after (1931). The Clerk of Tiny who had the deciding vote was … [name is 

inaudible]. The Clerk drank heavily and work wasn’t getting done and Mike failed at getting him 

fired. So Mike called him before he went to … to visit. The very next year Mike defeated Bill 
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Robbins and that was the beginning of The Depression. Bill was a good man and people were 

starting to ask for help and he gave freely. Finally the bank closed in the Township in December 

1930. So Mike was re-elected and Eric Simpson was also elected. Eric could have defeated Mike 

if he wanted to but didn’t because he was worried Mike would just come back the next year and 

defeat him. Eric had the education, and Mike didn’t. This is one of the difficulties that Mike had 

in Council. He could speak English well, but he had always thought in French and if he wanted 

to write something he would have to translate his thoughts into English.  

When Isaac Scott tried to be Warden and be elected to the… In those days, the Road 

Committee was composed of 19 to 20 members … It was a tie vote and Eddie Dutton* was a 

friend of Isaac and he was Chairman of the Committee and decided in favour of. Right then and 

there, Mike decided he was going to challenge that report when it came on the floor in the 

House. So when the report came in Mike moved that they name of Isaac Scott be erased and the 

name of Herb Crawford be put instead, and it carried. Mike thought having three members on 

the Road Commission from small villages was wrong; he thought they should have someone 

from the rural settlements. There was Jim McKnight from Tottenham, Isaac Scott from 

Creemore, and Eddie … from Victoria Harbour. That was the first year they had a Road 

Commission in 1926.  

Mr. Moran would like to talk about The Depression for a moment. He asks if they had 

issues with the Provincial Government at that time. Mike confirms that they had troubles later on 

in The Depression. Mr. Moran asks what they did with the people who were receiving relief 

since the town was bankrupt. Mike says they never stopped paying them. When Mike was re-

elected after Robbins, he called other members who had been elected to a meeting in The 

Canada House and they discussed what they were going to do (because the bank had closed on 

them). Mike proposed that they go down to Toronto, try to get the banks to re-open, and go to 

the Department of Highways. They were with the Northern Development which was very poor 

and gave them very small grants; and go to the Department of Welfare to see if they could get 

subsidies on their expenditures for welfare. Eric Simpson and Mike were delegated to go do this, 
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and they accomplished all three. The biggest trouble was with the bank; they were really tough. 

They took them to the Department of Municipal Affairs. [Tape cuts out] 

[Tape resumes] The bank told them that they would not re-open their doors to Tiny until 

the farmers paid their taxes. Mike asked the bank if they would be willing to accept farmer’s 

notes and they said no. They finally agreed, providing that they sign all the revenues of the 

township to the Bank of Commerce. The bank would allow them to pay whatever the bank 

wanted them to pay. So they allowed them to pay everything but the County levy. At one time, 

they used to represent Tiny with six years of unpaid County levies. Most urban municipalities 

had difficulties with their advancements too (Midland, Penetang, Victoria Harbour, and 

Collingwood). Mr. Coleman asks if the department sent a representative from the Ontario 

Government to re-finance. Mike says yes, the whole thing was re-financed. The County levy was 

the only thing they were default of. However, they managed to pay their current levy and all the 

arrears of levies until it was paid off. In 1936 Mike was defeated by William Robb, and he was 

Reeve for two years. Things hadn’t improved, and when Mike went back he told Eric Simpson 

that they only way to repay this would be to consolidate the whole debt in one and get the 

Council to accept annual payments. Eric said that they’d never do that, but it passed County 

Council. Then the war started and people started paying their taxes so it was never needed.  

Mr. Moran asks about the seed potato plan, which was used to try to get money into the 

township during The Depression. In 1926 when Mike first went to County Council, no one had 

seen a Frenchman there before. Stewart Page* had been appointed the previous year, and they 

had a nice chat. Stewart knew Mike was a Frenchman, and he said that he had the opportunity 

to teach a course in Agriculture anywhere he wanted to. He asked Mike if he had locale up there 

that he’d want him to go to, he would. He gave three courses in Lafontaine and one in Midland. 

A lot of the young boys from Lafontaine took advantage of that. This was the breaking point 

between… and the County of Simcoe. Officials from the County would travel out to Lafontaine 

get acquainted with the locale. The land in Lafontaine was of a quality that would grow potatoes. 

Stewart Page* gradually gave instructions and he suggested that they create a seed potato 

growing area. Stewart Page* was easily approachable and modest. 
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Mike was re-elected in 1938 and he had no opposition until 1944. He was appointed 

Clerk Treasurer after that. In 1943 there was an election for Warden between Mike’s late friend 

George Banting and Orval Todd*. There was an awful storm that night and Mike had to follow 

the snowplow within 50 feet. When they got to Penetang Mike went with the Reeve there, named 

Bill Benson*; Mike forgets who was driving. They picked up two older men from Midland, they 

went as far as the curve and the car buried itself in snow. Benson* said that they needed to find 

some place to go for the older men because they couldn’t go any further. Mike knew Joe Adams 

around there. Mike walked in the snow to Adams’ place, walked back to the car, and then back 

to the house to take the older men. He then called his son-in-law in…to come and get Benson* 

and him. When his son-in-law got there, he got stuck as well with his truck. They were lucky that 

the train was still waiting there in… when they got back. Bill Benson* and he were the only two 

from the north end of Tiny that sat until… They stayed at a hotel. Mike forgets if he was down in 

time for the election. Eric Simpson didn’t come until Thursday and missed the election. If they 

had got down to County Council in time for the election, George Banting would have been 

elected Warden that year. Orval Todd beat him one year by one vote but the next year he came 

back and got an acclamation for Wardenship the following year. That was about the worst time 

Mike has ever had in getting to a place. 

Mike was elected in 1924 and was appointed Treasurer. He resigned in the spring of 1958 

and was appointed Assistant Treasurer until the end of April. [Tape cuts out and then resumes] 

At that time, something happened in relation to the high school levy. The high school levies 

were supposed to be handed over to the municipalities in March but this levy from Midland 

Penetanguishene High School had not been sent when Mike finished his job with the Council. 

That night, Mike met one of the school board members and they asked him if he could go the 

following day to get the levy. Mike said he wasn’t working with the township anymore but after 

some persuasion, he agreed. When the levy was handed to Mike, it was over $14,000 higher than 

the previous year. Mike told Roy … about this (the Treasurer of the high school). Mike said he 

was going to do something about it. He went to the … but there wasn’t much information about 

school levies so he called the Department of Education and was told it was wrong. So Roy called 



 

Page 8 of 10 
 

(Insert Committee Name) Agenda 
May Meeting 

the Department of Education and they got an amended levy of $6,000. These are some of the 

things that come up occasionally in municipal life.  

Mike has had a career as Deputy Reeve, Reeve, and Clerk Treasurer. Then he took a 

short break and decided to come back in 1961. He was Councilor until 1964 but he had many 

difficulties with the new Clerk, so he resigned again. Mike was then undecided about what to do. 

He called the … people and told them he wanted to talk with them about it. There were 17 

people that came to talk before nomination and he told them that he didn’t wanted to be in there 

alone. They said they would do what he wanted and he was elected in 1967 for two years. After 

that he was defeated. At the last nomination, during the question period, Mike put in a question 

and they didn’t seem to be able to answer. When it came towards closing time there was still no 

answer, so Mike told them that he’s ready to give an answer to his own question (he had 

questioned the financial statement). He revealed that the school spent $67,000 less and the 

township spent $30,000 more which leaves $23,000 that was spent by the town when it should’ve 

been the school’s. Mike intends to be at the next nomination.  

Mr. Coleman asks if Mike feels he was ever discriminated against in County Council 

because he was a French Canadian. He says no, certainly not, and thinks he was a favourite and 

had lots of friends in Council. Mike could have been County Warden if he wanted to but he 

turned it down. He wasn’t in a position to accept it because he lost heavily in The Depression. 

He gives thanks to Carl Stewart, Don McLaren* and Jack … (younger men than him who have 

since died). Those boys helped him a great deal. Carl Stewart was one of the best friends Mike 

ever had; he was their Solicitor for seven years but never charged them. In the first two to three 

years he fought two cases and settled them, but never sent a bill. He never cost them one cent. 

Carl was Warden in 1938 but Mike was out that year.  

Peter Moran notes that the township was mainly a farming community.  The township 

had the second highest assessment of all of the rural townships. How could that be, where did 

that assessment come from? Mike says 70% came from beach properties. When Mike was first 

nominated as Reeve in 1919, there were hardly any buildings on the shoreline.  In places like 

Thunder Bay, Balm Beach, and Cawaja Beach, there were a few cottages, but there was very 
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little. Mike helped to create the road from Balm Beach to Dover Bay*. When asked about 

development along the lake being a good thing, Mike thinks it helped Penetang and Midland. 

However, he thinks in a few years there will be some great difficulty in connection with drainage 

and water. Future Councilors will have their hands full when they deal with that.  

Mr. Coleman asks what improvements could be made at a County level now that there is 

talk of restructuring County government or Regional government? He thinks County Council is 

needed but there are certain things that should change. For example, when he first started in 

county council, they were able to learn a great deal more of the things that were being discussed 

because there were larger committees; road committee, finance committee, etc. In those 

committees, the Reeve or Deputy Reeve would be there. Also, there was a committee on 

legislation, which Mike thinks should have never been given away or quit by the County. The 

county school board level would have been discussed much more if there was a legislation 

committee in the 1960’s. He thinks the County Council could do with less members. Everyone in 

the County Council doesn’t know about what is taking place as much as they used to, outside of 

finance. The Cabinet Ministers knew what was going on, and the majority of the members do 

not know. There was much more opportunity of knowing in Mike’s first few years of being on 

County Council than in the last. [Tape cuts out and then resumes] Several members practically 

lived in Barrie for the whole week while they were sitting in County Council, and while they 

were discussing the events of the day. Now everyone rushes home at 5 o’clock as soon as the 

meeting is over. Mike would stay in Barrie the whole week, and was paid $5 a day.  

In 1943 the train track wasn’t open, so on Saturday they had to go around by Orillia and 

the train was packed. He stood from Barrie to Midland on his way home. When he got to 

Midland, he had a daughter studying there for a short time and he went to see her. When they 

got to Penetang on the bus, he saw the train going back and all the roads were blocked. So he 

met with his brother Joe and they walked back home together. They walked up the railroad 

track and there was a 15 feet high bank.  

Mr. Coleman asks if Mike would like to say a few words about the residents of 

Perkinsfield; possibly name some prominent members in the community and close friends. Mike 
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says everyone was about as prominent as he was; they were all farmers and lived modestly. He 

had some very good friends who worked hard for him. On the election night when he won, 

there were lots of people there and he was afraid the floor would break because they were 

dancing so much. To conclude, the interviewers thank Mike for his time and note what a 

pleasure it’s been.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note: * Indicates that the word or name is written as it sounded, and therefore may be incorrect. 


