FreedomToAct, Symbol
Of Delggg_rftic Gov't

Hon. Earl Rowe Expresses Views At
Shelburne Plebiscite Meeting

Over confidence has lost many a
battle. The greatest danger that
Monday’s Plebescite vote will not
register .a most emphatic “Yes” 1is
possibly that so many appear absol-
utely confident that it will carry
overwhelmingly. It is your responsi-
bility to see that YOUR vote is cast.

To those who have still have any
doubt about voting; who feel that
such avote should never have been
put to the people of Canada; that the
|Government is evading responsibil-
|ity; or that in some way or another
the question is political, Hon. Earl
Rowe, Federal member for Dufferin-
| Simcoe and one of the ablest mem-
|bers of the Opposition in Parlia«
ment at Ottawa on questions pol-
itical, should erase any doubt in your
mind regarding your responsibility.
Mr. Rowe’s address to the people of
Shelburne last Friday night is his
message to every voter in this rid-
ing. In his position at Ottawa he
must have information not available
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prepared to let the past go until the
future permits its review. I say that
because I firmly believe that those
who refrain from voting or who con-
tinue by their politics, to arouse
racial or sectional differences, are
in one way or another interfering
with our concentration on winning

Canada s

(| mine. It may not be t:‘etpouﬂcd
of your allegiance,

B T e Comimtive, O

F. or Independent, the Government

of Canada is your

mine, alike. .

government and

democracy we must do all in our
power to see that they are given that
freedom.

| War to-day is an economic and
| social struggle as well as a conflict
of arms. For this reason the concen-

|

extended. Today under the War
Measures Act our government has
the power to control imports and ex-
ports of goods and of money, to fix
prices and control wages, to-license
the distribution and consumption of
food fuel and clothing, and broadly

speaking, to take almost any action,

“ | so that any action considered neces-
, | sary in the light of developments
' | ence. Either we win by making sac-

| | ute in the future. The entire contin-
} |ent of Europe, which, afew short!

|| circumstances might require. In the
case of the method of raising men
for mlilitary service, the govern-
ment feels they- have made commit-
ments that may prevent or restrict
them from taking such action as
may be necessary. o
~ This situation is not consistent
with true democracy and is very
dangerous to our welfare as ana-
tion. In the great democratic repub-
lic to the south of us, who, like our-
selves, are fighting for their very
existence, the very first volume of
their National Statutes gives the
President the power to call forth the
militia in whatever numbers may be
required, should the United States be
invaded or in imminent danger of
invasion.

I have no desire to be an alarmist |
or cause any undue concern by any 1
remarks I make, but Isay to you in'
all sincerity, the danger of Canada
being invaded is no less real than

the danger appeared to Australia
only afew short weeks ago. {

Your Government asks you, on|
April 27, to give them that power,

may be taken immediately.
This i{s a war for our very exist-

rifices now, or we lose and pay trib-

years ago, was composed of free

Mt~ nations, is to-day the vassal of ser-

| vitude.

| Let it not happen here! ‘
| Let not a similar situation arise in
Canada because you failed to vote
“Yes” on April 27, or because you

felt Democracy and Freedom were
not worth going to the polls to sup-
 port.

| In closing, let me say to you—
“From falling hands they threw the
| torch, be yours to hold it high!"
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