Danger in Books.. -

While unmhqls nnd pron('h(-m are
mllmg atténtion to the danger. to the
anorals of Canadian ehildren by the
i\'vnn\v covered literature, which they
lm casilyananage tovend,: nuvnlmn is
Halso drawn to the danger of urt'ul.xt-
’in;: lihraries. We arve told® lhnL the
(hooks often contain the der ullv con-
sum;mnn hieillus on its divty pagos,
L well s thie miierobds of other mal-

‘: adies, “Thise books go into all sorts of
Splaces and are handlcd by all sorts of
ywnpb‘, and, as the rat is siid to. carey
st ers of the bubonie plague from
plice to place, so the lilirary book
Jisiey be the means of stayting an epi-,
demic, The filthy and nearly worn
:c:\:l banik pote is alse charged with the
gerins, and

i alfenee of cinrying disease
; menacing individual and pnhl;v safety,
i Whatever effeét the report mnay have
fon the vmnl.ltmn of books, itis very
{doubtful if any fear of disease \yil de-
k ter the average man from ace epting a
{bank note, however filthy it bay look
for however full of (lm- xﬂo goerms it
iy be, P : x
s > y ;
“What ever truth thers may bein
the alleged davger of divty books and
filthy bunk notes, there is enough in
the suggestion itself to lead to further
enguiry ud also to the general ques-|
attling with discase. In spite
of the efforts of Boards of Health and
legal penalties for vml:mn;: mumupal
and hygienie regulations, it is an im-
pressive fact that preventable diseases
continne: to spread. A*x"opidmni(, of
smallpox has established itself within
a month or two_ both in Ontario and
Quehee. The babonic plague has ag-
tually reached New York, while ty-
phoid fever, measles, diphthervia and
other discases are reperted here and
there, all over the country. No doubt
much has heen done of late years to
lesson® and confine to smaller areas,
the maladies which scourge hununity,
but neither medical adviet, municipal
regulations udr penal laws will ‘sue-
ceed in banishing these diseisos frum
the land. 1f ever this is accomplishe
it will be when every man and woman
1 the country has been deilled: from
‘childhoo® in  all the conditions on
which health depends, and brought to
a consciousness of persanal responsi-
bility in honestly and cantinuously
ohserving them. Not till that educa-
tiyve process has done its work will the
land be freed from the factors of pain
nnd death to which reference has been
nade. . It will, no doubt, be useless to
warn people against taking and hold-
Ling on to money, however ragged dnd
dirty it may be; a little more chution
nminy be exercteed in handling the dirty
i books of the circulating library.




