'Hon. Earl Rowe Pleads To Electors

For Strong ‘Yes’ Vote On Plebiscite

Newton Robinson, Ontario,
" April 22, 1842,

TO THE ELECTORS OF DUFFERIN-SIMCOE:

As your reprepentative in-the House of Commons, I did oppose
the principle of a Plebiscite. However, our Government-has asked
for an expression of public opinion and, under our democratic system
of government, it is your responsibility and mine to exercise our
tranchise on this very important question. '

To those who feel this vote to be an entirely unnecessary evasion

of responsibility, and to those who are indifferent because in their

own minds they question the value of voting at all, T would ask that
they let the past go until the future permits its review.

Self-preservation is the first law of National life. If we are to
preserve our existence as a nation, then our Government should feel
free to take whatever action may be deemed necessary to defend and
preserve Canada. Since our Government has asked for this freedom
of action, it is our responsibility to give it to them.

This is- a war for our very existence. Either we win by making
sacrifices now, or we lose and pay tribute to Hitler and his gangsters
in the future. The entire Continent of Europe, which a few years
ago was composed of free nations, is now reduced to a continent of
servitude.

It is perhaps difficult for us, being yet distant from the figld of
actual conflict, to fully realize the necessity of our Government
exercising freedom of action so essential to maintain freedom itself.

Never in the history of all mankind should our people be so
firmly attached to freedom of religion when such is brutally denied
in other lands; to freedom of speech and press when elsewhere terror
and fear stifles comment; to freedom from unreasonable searches
and seizure when practically the whole Continent of Europe
languishes under' the heel of the Gestapo; to trial by jury when
thousands in other lands are rushed to concentration camps or firing
squads by courts which make a mockery of justice.

These things are part of us and our mode of life. They will
endure only so long as we continue to believe in them and poeaeaa
the will to defend them.

The deeialon which our Government asks of us far ends
the bounds of political faith or party allegiance, because the (. ern-
ment of Canada is your Government and mine alike.

I would ask tle people of this ioyal constitUeacy of Dufferin-
Simcoe to vote “Yes” on the Plebiscite and do everything in their

~

power between now and April 27th- to assure its passage with an

unmistakable majority.
Yours faithfully,

- W. EARL ROWE




