‘Early days

of the Marsh

Todiy, co# of the rlchest and most
wldely known Garden Tracts in Onlaria
is tha Rradird ar the Halland Marsh
In the wegelable stores avross Cansda
aed In parts of the Unlled Slalss you
will se9 potatoes, celery, lettoce, on=
lens, and carrolr, ez, bearing the
Inbel “Rraddord Marsh™ or simply
YMarsh' ws n sign of qulity. Bul,
lhe Bradford Marsh was oof always
i girdemer's paradiee,  Unballeveable
i §f miy now Sedm, § was once sthing
bt an impassablé’ marsh or Tamaras
gwamy, eoyering thonmamds ni seres,

Beginning abuul Sohumbery and fow
[ng, or movieg in & very slupglsh masmer
iz & woriheasterly direction fowards
Linke Simeos In (e stream known Ls the
Halland Biver, so mamed sfer & Major
3. Helband, Burveyor Gegeral Of Canadu.
wha in 1791 visited the river in makiog
A pensral survey of the Take Simeos
region.  Thls s fhe mein river and
it 15 joined by an essdern or Hollasd
Landing {ribotary at & place callad Sobd-
fer's Landing or Soldler's Day about
seenn miles from the moath At ome
Lime, nnvigalion lo Leke Simene poisds
From Baldier’s Landing consistel of smmll
eraft, In 1850, when boafs were larger
and the weehorn of main branch of the
Hver wae oibd W be much asier
to mavipste, Baving detper water am
hrneder sireRms And BO4 BO ChOcked
with marsh sx the rasiern bransh, the
slmmer "Beaver'” wend on in e Brad-
Tord Hollasd River Bridge.

In 1215, the Hrst seftlers In Soulh
Simeos, the Wallaces, the Armsirongs
and the Algeas, erngsed the eiver with
grual difficolty and landed af whet is
ntw koven as fhe old wharf innthe
Scotch Setllemenl. Here fur some yrars
wis [he only river crussing and (hat
wiis by a erry pulled by ropes.
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by s lime, the sefllement ad
bad become an aeeomplishod
the question. of some methwl
Hing the marsh asd river sv as
T eadler access f0 the Holland
bad arisen.  Pelitioss warg
fv county eomelis and to tha Govers-
il fmally meder the eomstant

of Williim Armeom, Reeer of
Gwillimbary amd Warden of Lbe
County, money grants were glven and 3
road was made from Dradiaed b the
clver by Inying logs nernas & width of
marsh gnd Mlisg fn with ewrlh, Thizws
the corduroy road, the logs of which
were st viaible many vears aforwards,
Thet Lo eross the river 3 floating bridge
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Wi Wbl alown aod 2 thresgs dlrser
T o Bradird 1o the Landisg was '

enmpleted and the Mirsh was ab least
partly eonquered. The ferry af the old
whar! was discontinned,

I8 1837 Deerge Lous!, Goverament Sur-
Veyor, surveyed a5 & townaile, Lhe sput
an tha anuth alde of the rlver postbeyond
{le Nimling bridge, knawn a8 dmeteraam
and fhe reels were ledd omt hearing
8ueh go6od Hollam) names 2x DeBuyder,
DaWit, Vaalivke, Hubsas, tc., bul (e
lvwmnitn romained 43 oA 2 bownsiie
8] po bown arose, soodn 1860 B Jem-
barmun named Thoingson Smlith nequirpd
fhe patest of the wmuged slfe aud bullt
iva sowmills, ome om eash side of the
road Jusl beyond the bridge. And the
mirsh wis glil largely mmeonquersd
Rafts of logs were hrooghl np the river
bf the tugs Viefork and lsabells, and
this halped to keep the river frirly
clesr of weeds, The wreck of the
Tsabells oy mear the raflway bridge
Bl 50 many years ape and i pow
protably lyisg oo fe boftom of the
rivar,

The seperintesden! of fhe sywmins
wat James Duram and in 0870, Mr.
Durkam ¢ef the - fodting bridge In bn
i oednr in pet his Jogs through and this
caused n ot of froshle but led o the
arection of o bridge above the witer,
ThES bridgw was 420 feel Inng and way
eompieted {8 Aprll 1871, e huflder
being Thomas MeKoaksy of Gillrd.

To e memy men working i fhe
midis the grest marsh Became 1 fimi-
liar sight and the thought setersd same-
eae's bead, why ool cul thet marsh rass
oF bay, twist B lnlo ropies and sl i,
Bnd 80 Wa8 Bere the marsh by indusiry
and same 0% At lagt was made of the
greal weste of [end. The by was wlated
by laylsg I in Gong v-shaped trogghs
with 4 ¢raik al fhe end nd by tursing

ll,Hl.lﬂﬂ. the hay was bwisled infn

. Luter, bay-falers were
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